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1 EXPLORERS AND FORTUNE SEEKERS The American Venture

Listen to Catholic scholar Robert Royal discuss Columbus. 1–3

Explore maps of Columbus’s voyages to the New World: here and here. 1–3

Read an article on the Carib people after whom the Caribbean is named. 3

Learn about Columbus’ navigational method, “dead reckoning,” in this article. 2

Download and examine a map of the Spanish conquistadors in the New World. 3–13

View Aztec artifacts in a catalog composed at the Guggenheim. 4

Download and examine a map of the Aztec empire. 4

Read about the Aztec ritual involving human sacrifice. 4

Read about New World gold and the Spanish quest to find it. 3–13

View a map of gold deposits across the globe, especially in the Western hemisphere. 3–13

Learn more about tobacco in colonial Virginia. See images and study pertinent data. 14–15, 28

Read about the founding of Quebec City, its development, and the naming of Canada. 15–17

Read a Canadian Museum of History article and view a map of La Salle’s expedition. 16

2 ENGLAND SETTLES NORTH AMERICA The American Venture

Read or listen to an exchange of letters between Sir Francis Drake and Elizabeth I from England’s National Archives. 31

Read a letter by Roger Williams on religious persecution. 25

Learn what has recently been found at the Jamestown archeological dig. 14–15 (Chapter 1), 23, 28–29

Listen to stories in Plattdeutsch, the German dialect spoken among Mennonites. 33

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kgeZaXb6ck
https://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/2100/2134/2134.htm
https://blogs.bl.uk/magnificentmaps/2020/05/columbus.html
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Carib
http://www.christopher-columbus.eu/navigation.htm
https://www.worldhistory.org/image/16218/spanish-conquest--exploration-in-north-america-in/#google_vignette
https://archive.org/details/aztecempire00sols/page/32/mode/2up
https://www.worldhistory.org/image/14181/aztec-empire-map/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Aztec_Sacrifice/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2045/the-gold-of-the-conquistadors/
https://www.911metallurgist.com/blog/world-gold-deposits-map
http://www.virginiaplaces.org/agriculture/10tobacco.html
https://www.quebec-cite.com/en/quebec-city/history-quebec#:~:text=Founded%20in%201608%20by%20the,historic%20buildings%20spanning%20four%20centuries.
https://www.historymuseum.ca/virtual-museum-of-new-france/the-explorers/rene-robert-cavelier-de-la-salle-1670-1687/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/elizabeth-monarchy/sir-francis-drake-to-elizabeth/
https://oll.libertyfund.org/page/1644-williams-bloody-tenet-of-persecution-letter
https://historicjamestowne.org/category/dig-updates/
https://youtu.be/XOqqIP8YZx8
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3 KINDLING THE SPIRIT OF REBELLION The American Venture

Explore articles on George Washington’s involvement in the French and Indian War, with artifacts and imagery related to 
key events.

46–49

Read the Library of Congress article and examine the maps of Washington’s surveying travels. none, but during time period of 46

Explore the structure, inhabitants, battles, food, and daily life in the history of Fort Ticonderoga. 52

Read historian Gordon Wood’s account of how the Stamp Act sparked the Revolutionary War. 49

Visit each of the historic sites, virtually, along the Freedom Trail. 50–51

Read an eyewitness account of the Boston Tea Party. 50

Follow Paul Revere’s rides on this interactive map. 52

Read about the battles at Lexington and Concord and examine casualty data. 52, 53 (image)

Listen to a dramatic rendition of Patrick Henry’s “Give me liberty or give me death” speech. 49 (Chapter 3), 53

Read an excerpt from Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense.” 53–54

Listen to three short podcasts on the American Revolution: episodes 82, 85, and 90 on the American Story Podcast. 46–55

4 A NEW NATION The American Venture

View maps of the battles at Bunker Hill, Saratoga, and Yorktown.
Bunker Hill: none, but during time 
period of 52; Saratoga: 61; Yorktown: 
62 (map), 64–65

Read historian Gordon Wood’s explanation of how the American Revolution fused enduring principles into the  
American polity. 

46–65

See photographs of the first Catholic churches in Maryland. 31–33 (Chapter 2), 67

Read a prayer for our government by the first American Bishop, John Carroll. 67

Read the text of the Northwest Ordinance. 70–71

https://www.mountvernon.org/search/?q=french+indian+war#gsc.tab=0&gsc.q=french%20indian%20war&gsc.page=1
https://www.loc.gov/collections/george-washington-papers/articles-and-essays/george-washington-survey-and-mapmaker/washington-as-public-land-surveyor/
https://fortticonderoga.org/learn-and-explore/center-for-digital-history/
https://research.colonialwilliamsburg.org/Foundation/journal/Autumn15/StampAct.cfm
https://www.thefreedomtrail.org/
http://www.boston-tea-party.org/account-george-hewes.html
https://www.paulreverehouse.org/interactive-map-midnight-rides/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/lexington-and-concord-shot-heard-round-world
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/learn/deep-dives/give-me-liberty-or-give-me-death/
https://shec.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/1127
https://theamericanstorypodcast.org/episode/to-see-the-right/
https://theamericanstorypodcast.org/episode/paul-reveres-ride/
https://theamericanstorypodcast.org/episode/a-decent-respect/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/bunker-hill-june-17-1775
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/saratoga-oct-10-17-1777
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/yorktown-sep-28-oct-19-1781
https://www.loa.org/news-and-views/639-gordon-s-wood-how-the-american-revolution-infused-into-our-culture-our-noblest-ideals-and-highest-aspirations
https://www.loa.org/news-and-views/639-gordon-s-wood-how-the-american-revolution-infused-into-our-culture-our-noblest-ideals-and-highest-aspirations
https://www.catholicmom.com/articles/2015/09/18/discover-the-history-of-the-catholic-church-in-maryland
https://stmarypvdri.org/2019/07/04/prayer-for-our-government-by-archbishop-john-carroll-first-bishop-in-these-usa-bishop-of-baltimore/
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/northwest-ordinance?gclid=CjwKCAiAjPyfBhBMEiwAB2CCIv-qU0w3-9iziCsYXy0VOItUtW1nAHVdRX7EtRo3YI9nVSAleVMekxoCeuUQAvD_BwE
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5 A NEW CONSTITUTION The American Venture

Read an article on the formation of the Constitution. 77–81

Watch a video with Christopher Flannery on the Constitution and slavery. none, but related to 82–83

Read excerpts from Federalist Paper #10 in which Madison argued that factions are the chief threat to the  
American republic.

83–84

Listen to the American Story Podcast, Episode 114 on the Constitutional Convention. 77–81

Read or listen to historian Gordon Wood on the relationship between the American Revolution and the U.S. Constitution. none, but related to 80–81

6 A WALK THROUGH THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION The American Venture

Listen to constitutional scholar Christopher Wolfe in this interview on the Constitution. 89–111

Listen to this podcast on the framers’ intent and why it matters. 91, 96 (box), 99, 104, 108, 111

Read this explanation of the Preamble. 89–90

7 THE NEW PRESIDENT AND A BILL OF RIGHTS The American Venture

Read an article on the writing and importance of the Bill of Rights. 116, 130

Read George Washington’s Inaugural Address. 115–116

Read 8 facts concerning George Washington and religion. none, but related to 117–118

https://www.heritage.org/the-constitution/report/the-formation-the-constitution
https://grabien.com/getmedia.php?id=1284809&key=ce2637a4a4f47f44176db94bb5951e99&userid=17597
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/activities/federalist-no-10-excerpts-annotated
https://theamericanstorypodcast.org/episode/we-the-people/
https://albertmohler.com/2021/10/06/gordon-s-wood
https://www.canaacademy.org/classics/episode-6-the-us-constitution
https://lawliberty.org/podcast/why-the-framers-intentions-matter/
https://www.heritage.org/the-essential-constitution/introduction
https://www.heritage.org/the-constitution/report/securing-liberty-the-purpose-and-importance-the-bill-rights
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/president-george-washingtons-first-inaugural-speech
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/religion/8-facts-about-george-washington-and-religion
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8 THE MAKING OF THE UNITED STATES The American Venture

Read Article 1 Section 8, the necessary and proper clause in the U.S. Constitution. 135

Read an analysis of the Constitutional clause, Article 1 Section 8, around which Jefferson and Hamilton  
debated heatedly.

135

Read Jefferson and Hamilton excerpts in debate over national bank. 135

Read Washington’s Farewell Address. 137

View the Library of Congress’ copy of L’Enfant’s plan for Washington, the nation’s capital. 97 (Chapter 6)

Read excerpts from the Lewis and Clark journals. 142–143

Read a Smithsonian article on how the Louisiana Purchase changed the balance of power in the world and the future  
of America.

141

Read an article and view a map of the Battle of Lake Erie. 146

View a map of the Battle of New Orleans. 149

Read the transcript of the Treaty of Ghent. 149–150

Read an explanation and the transcript of the Monroe Doctrine. 164–165, 347–348

9 DEMOCRACY AND THE REPUBLIC The American Venture

Read the text of the Missouri Compromise. 163–165, 228, 230–231

Read the Indian Removal Act. 171–172

Read President Jackson’s seemingly friendly overture to the Cherokee chiefs. 171–172

Read personal accounts from the “trail of tears.” 171–172

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/us_constitution_0.pdf
https://www.heritage.org/the-constitution/report/not-so-sweeping-after-all-the-limits-the-necessary-and-proper-clause
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/Jefferson%20and%20Hamilton%20Quotes.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-CDOC-106sdoc21/pdf/GPO-CDOC-106sdoc21.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3850.ct000509/?r=-0.158,-0.046,1.43,0.883,0
http://www.lewisandclarkexhibit.org/4_0_0/4_1_0_supportingdocs/4_1_7_1/read_L4_journal_excerpts.pdf
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-the-louisiana-purchase-changed-the-world-79715124/
https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-history-magazine/2013/september/more-important-perrys-victory
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/new-orleans-january-8-1815
https://www.senate.gov/about/powers-procedures/treaties/treaty-of-ghent/transcript-treaty-of-ghent.htm
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/monroe-doctrine
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/missouri-compromise#:~:text=DocumentNext%20Document-,Transcript,prohibit%20slavery%20in%20certain%20territories.
https://guides.loc.gov/indian-removal-act
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/cherokee-removal-and-the-trail-of-tears/sources/1506
https://ualrexhibits.org/tribalwriters/artifacts/Family-Stories-Trail-of-Tears.html#AgnewMaryCobb
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10 “MANIFEST DESTINY” — THE PUSH TO THE WEST The American Venture

View a map for the Battle of the Alamo. 182–183

Read the letter of plea from William Travis to General Sam Houston. during time period of 182–183

Read an article and examine a map of the Battle of San Jacinto. 183

View a map of the Oregon Trail. 187

View a comparative map of Grizzly bear ranges in the 1800s and today. during time period of 184–187

Examine maps germane to the Mexican War. 188–191

Read these statesmen’s views on the war with Mexico: Grant’s and Lincoln’s. 189

11 AMERICA, OLD AND NEW The American Venture

View a historic map showing gold rush territory in 1849. 195–197

View an interactive timeline of American immigration from 1850 to the present. 200–201

Read a brief history of Catholic schools in America. 204–205

12 THE LAST DAYS OF THE UNION The American Venture

Read historian James McPherson on the relationship between slavery and the Civil War. 221–225

Listen to historian Gordon Wood on the origins of the Civil War in the American Revolution. 221–222

Read excerpts from the Lincoln-Douglas debates. 231

Read an excerpt from Frederick Douglass’ autobiography. 222–223, 232, 254

View a map of the Underground Railroad. 223

Listen to Library of Congress recordings of interviews with former slaves. 221–225

View a historic map showing gold rush territory in 1849. 195–197

Read Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address. during time period of 223

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth30279/m1/1/
https://www.thealamo.org/remember/battle-and-revolution/travis-letter
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/san-jacinto-battle-of
https://www.nps.gov/oreg/planyourvisit/maps.htm
https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/historical-and-current-grizzly-bear-range-north-america
https://history-maps.com/story/Mexican-American-War
https://www.shotglassofhistory.com/ulysses-s-grant-quote-mexican-american-war/
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtid=3&psid=3672
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/online-exhibitions/us-immigration-1850-statistical-and-visual-timeline
https://humanumreview.com/articles/heroic-effort-the-history-of-catholic-schools-in-america
https://www.neh.gov/about/awards/jefferson-lecture/james-mcpherson-biography
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFxDmCyPViI
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/activities/lincoln-douglass-debates-1858
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/42365/narrative-of-the-life-of-frederick-douglass-by-frederick-douglass/9780440222286/excerpt
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/undergroundrailroad/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/voices-remembering-slavery/about-this-collection/
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/california-gold-rush/sources/1903
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/lincoln1.asp
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13 THE CIVIL WAR The American Venture

See an animated map of the Battle of Fort Sumter. 233, 234 (image)

See Robert E. Lee’s resignation from the U.S. Army. 239

Examine a narrative timeline of the Civil War’s major events. 233–234, 240–261

View a map of the First Battle of Manassas or Bull Run. 242–243

View a map of the Battle of Shiloh. 244–245

View a map of the Battle of Antietam. 249–250

Read the Emancipation Proclamation. 249–250, 252, 267–268

View an animated map of the Battle of Fredericksburg. 250–251

View an animated map of the Battle of Fredericksburg. 253–254

Listen to a lecture on the Gettysburg Address by America’s premier historian of the Civil War. View a short video on 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.

255–256

Read Sherman’s letter to Grant with intent to march through Georgia. 258–260

Read or listen to Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address. 261

Read an article about Frederick Douglass’ eulogy of Abraham Lincoln; then read Douglass’ text. during time period of 262

14 POST-WAR AMERICA The American Venture

Read the 13-15th Amendments to the Constitution with commentary from scholars. 261, 267, 273, 277–278, 281

Read about the history of the longhorn cattle in Texas and 10 fun facts about cattle drives. related to 277

Read Mark Twain’s speech in honor of Grant. 278

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-sumter
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/lee-resignation-us-army
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/day-civil-war
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/first-manassas-july-21-1861
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/shiloh-april-6-1862-day-one
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/antietam-final-assault-sep-17-1862
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation/transcript.html
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/fredericksburg-animated-map
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/california-gold-rush/sources/1903
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQuwJz4nzxY&list=PL0BWHvcPmNxt7vs5f7v9aEksx_6TfmHRr&index=2
https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm%3Fid%3DF1ACF9C9-1DD8-B71B-0B12CFF35280458D
https://cwnc.omeka.chass.ncsu.edu/items/show/143
https://www.nps.gov/linc/learn/historyculture/lincoln-second-inaugural.htm
https://storyoftheweek.loa.org/2020/02/eulogy-for-abraham-lincoln.html
https://www.heritage.org/constitution/#!/amendments/13/essays/166/abolition-of-slavery
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/longhorn-cattle
https://twain.lib.virginia.edu/onstage/babies.html
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15 FINALE TO THE INDIAN WARS The American Venture

Read the Homestead Act. 288

Watch a series of short videos on the Transcontinental Railroad. 227–228, 280, 288–290

View a map of the Battle of Little BigHorn. 295–296

Read Lakota accounts of the massacre at Wounded Knee. 299–300

16 INDUSTRIAL AMERICA The American Venture

See images of Carnegie steel plants. 309, 316–317

Explore images and history of Yellowstone National Park. 343

Read Theodore Roosevelt’s inaugural address. 338

Watch a documentary on the Texas oil boom of the second half of the 19th century. 310

View historic photos of child labor in America. 311–319

View or read original sources on the American industrial revolution. 305–321

Read excerpts from Rerum Novarum. 318–319

Read or listen to William Jennings Bryan’s “Cross of Gold” speech. 327

17 INTO A NEW COUNTRY The American Venture

Read President McKinley’s Message to Congress concerning the Cuban Civil War. 332

View a historic map of the Spanish-American War. 332–336

Read an article and examine a map of the Battle of San Juan Hill. 335

Read Theodore Roosevelt’s “New Nationalism” speech. 350, 352

Examine national data on the election of Woodrow Wilson. 352

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/homestead-act
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-transcontinental-railroad-gallery/ken-burns-the-west/
https://npmaps.com/wp-content/uploads/little-bighorn-battle-map.jpg
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-west/lakota-accounts-of-the-massacre-at-wounded-knee
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016801123/
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/historyculture/index.htm
https://www.theodoreroosevelt.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=991271&module_id=339363
https://www.pbs.org/video/oil-men-tales-from-the-south-texas-oil-patch-j91mi1/
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2015/07/child-labor-in-america-100-years-ago/397478/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/industrial-revolution-in-the-united-states/
https://www.acsu.buffalo.edu/~zablocki/mcrerum.html
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/williamjenningsbryan1896dnc.htm
https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/presidential-speeches/april-11-1898-message-regarding-cuban-civil-war
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4901s.ct000349/?r=-0.097,0,1.194,0.737,0
https://16thinfassn.org/history/regimental-maps/american-travelers-1898-1916/san-juan-hill-1-july-1898-the-main-attack/
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2011/12/06/archives-president-teddy-roosevelts-new-nationalism-speech
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/statistics/elections/1912
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18 A WAR FOR DEMOCRACY The American Venture

Read Wilson’s speech in support of the League of Nations. 372, 374–376

Read Wilson’s speech to Congress on the occasion of declaring war on Germany. 366–367

View an interactive map of World War I. 362, 373

View photographs of the Romanov family in their final days. 375

See film footage of Lenin. 375

See casualties data for World War I. related to 374

Examine the Treaty of Versailles. 374–375, 398, 427

19 THE WILD DECADE The American Venture

View photos of Ford motor factories. 383–385

View a video of the Wright Brothers’ first flight. 385–386

Examine papers concerning prohibition. 388–390, 395–396, 402, 406, 414

View Library of Congress photos of the prohibition era. 388–390, 395–396, 402, 406, 414

Listen to an interview on Calvin Coolidge. 377, 400–402

20 DEPRESSION, NEW DEALS, AND WAR The American Venture

Listen to a podcast on the Great Depression. 404–419, 427–428, 440

Listen to a television program on the New Deal.
405–407, 415–425, 440, 465,  
471–471, 489

View a map of Germany in 1933. during time period of 428

View a map of Germany in 1939. during time period of 431

https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/wilsonleagueofnations.htm
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/address-to-congress-declaration-of-war-against-germany
https://www.abmc.gov/news-events/news/interactive-timeline-and-map-allows-you-explore-history-world-war-i
https://www.rferl.org/a/personal-photos-of-the-romanovs-smuggled-out-of-russia/28358342.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zc93zhF1el8
https://www.loc.gov/collections/world-war-i-rotogravures/articles-and-essays/events-and-statistics/mobilized-strength-and-casualty-losses/
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uva.x004399666&view=1up&seq=5
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/-gallery-henryford/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kjRL-Q-KBc
https://www.archives.gov/nhprc/projects/catalog/temperance-and-prohibition
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/073_dry.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUOm11KLnfk
https://www.econtalk.org/shlaes-on-the-great-depression/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?181328-1/amy-shlaes-job-creation-deal
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/map/germany-1933
https://ghdi.ghi-dc.org/map.cfm?map_id=2884
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21 THE GREATER WAR: WORLD WAR II The American Venture

Listen to this podcast on Patton. 444–445, 448–489

View this video on air power in World War II. 448, 452

Explore Japan’s role in World War II with photographs and commentary from the National World War II Museum and the 
National Museum of the Pacific War.

432–434, 439–442, 446, 452–455

Read this article and study a map of the allied strategy to invade Japan. 439–442, 446, 452–455

View maps of Nazi concentration camp locations. 452

View this video of the allied liberation of Dachau. 452

22 IN THE AFTERMATH OF WORLD WAR II The American Venture

View a map of the Marshall Plan. 463

Examine the United Nations Charter. 461–462

View maps of Israel at three junctures: post World War I, proposed partition of 1947, and after 1948 UN charter for Israel. during time period of 465

Listen to Winston Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” speech. 459

Read an article on and view a map of the Chosin Reservoir Battle. 468–469

23 AMERICA’S TUMULTUOUS YEARS The American Venture

Listen to Bishop Barron on the purpose of the Second Vatican Council. 493–496

Read an article and view photos and a map of the Bay of Pigs invasion. 483

Watch a video of the JFK Berlin Speech. during time period of 485

Watch a video of MLK’s “I have a dream” speech. 486–487

Listen to this podcast on the Great Society. 489, 502–504

https://lawliberty.org/podcast/studying-patton/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulQlBOkivu4
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/search?keys=japan
https://www.pacificwarmuseum.org/search?query=Japan&page=1&configure%5BclickAnalytics%5D=true&configure%5BfacetingAfterDistinct%5D=true&configure%5BhitsPerPage%5D=10
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/pacific-strategy-1941-1944
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/camp-system-maps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aRk2FZbsMxw
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/marshall-plan-funding-map-economic-cooperation-administration/_AEkmdbKfb1mHQ
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/full-text
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/map-of-the-british-mandate-1921-1923
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